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HONORING JUSTICE MARSHA 
SLOUGH 

HON. PETE AGUILAR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize Justice Marsha Slough, who earlier 
this week was sworn in to serve on the Fourth 
District Court of Appeal. Prior to this landmark 
achievement, Justice Slough served as Pre-
siding Judge and Court of Appeal Justice Ap-
pointee of the San Bernardino County Supe-
rior Court. I speak with the utmost confidence 
that Justice Slough will continue to serve the 
people of the Inland Empire proudly in her un-
wavering commitment to carrying out justice in 
our community. 

A graduate of Ottawa University and Whit-
tier Law School, and a seasoned attorney in 
the Inland Empire, Justice Slough has devoted 
her life and career to our community and resi-
dents for decades. Justice Slough is a resi-
dent of Redlands and has honorably served 
the people of San Bernardino County on the 
County Superior Court since 2003 when she 
was appointed by Governor Gray Davis before 
becoming Presiding Judge of the San 
Bernardino County Superior Court in 2012. 

As a fellow public servant and as her rep-
resentative in Congress, I commend Justice 
Slough on her latest achievement and am 
grateful to see someone of her integrity and 
leadership attain such a prestigious position in 
our community. 
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RECOGNIZING MAJOR MICHAEL F. 
COPELAND OF THE FRANKLIN 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 
49 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERV-
ICE 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Major 
Michael F. Copeland. He is retiring from the 
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office after 49 years 
of dedicated service. 

Major Copeland began his service in the 
Franklin County Sheriff’s Office during his high 
school years. He graduated from Union High 
School in 1969 and continued dispatching 
through his college years. Major Copeland 
graduated from Meramec Community College 
with an Associate of Arts Degree in Criminal 
Justice in 1971. Major Copeland was the first 
civilian dispatcher in Franklin County. In 1997, 
he was a National Academy graduate from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

The leadership and commitment Major 
Copeland has shown throughout the years is 
evident by the positions he has held. From 
1971 to present, he has served as Deputy 

Sheriff (Detective Sgt.—1975, Captain—1981, 
and Major/Chief Deputy—1989). In 1975, 
Major Copeland, was the first K–9 handler, his 
partner was ‘‘Smokey’’, for the Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Major Copeland is a member of the St. 
Louis Major Case Investigations Squad and 
was the Lead Investigator starting in 1975 to 
1983. He also served as a Death Investigator 
with the St. Louis County Medical Examiner’s 
Office from 1993 to 2015. Major Copeland led 
the Missouri Deputy Sheriff’s Association as 
its President starting in 2000 until 2002. Start-
ing in 1975, he was the Coordinator for the 
Franklin County Law Enforcement Training 
Center and completed that position in 1983. 
During the years 1988 thru 1999, Major 
Copeland was the leader of the Franklin 
County ‘‘Emergency Response Team″. In ad-
dition to the numerous positions he has held— 
since 1971, Major Copeland has worked on 
every major case and homicide case in Frank-
lin County. 

With this retirement, Major Michael F. 
Copeland can now spend more time with his 
family which includes: his wife Laura, son Jon, 
and his daughter Tamara. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Major Mi-
chael F. Copeland on his retirement of 49 
years of service to his community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE AMER-
ICAN SOCIETY OF HEATING, RE-
FRIGERATING, AND AIR-CONDI-
TIONING AND NATIONAL ENGI-
NEERS WEEK 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Anthracite Chapter of the 
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) as 
they celebrate National Engineers Week. 
ASHRAE was originally formed in 1894 as the 
American Society of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers. With more than 50,000 members 
spanning the globe, ASHRAE aims to advance 
the arts and sciences of heating, ventilation, 
air conditioning, and refrigeration to serve hu-
manity and promote a sustainable world. 

Established in 1951, National Engineers 
Week is dedicated to ensuring a diverse and 
well-educated future engineering workforce by 
promoting careers in engineering and tech-
nology. National Engineers Week represents a 
formal coalition of more than 70 engineering, 
education, and cultural societies, with over 50 
corporations and government agencies dedi-
cated to raising public awareness on the effect 
engineering plays in our daily life. National En-
gineers Week honors the parents, teachers, 
and mentors who instill the importance of a 
math, science, and technological literacy in 
students and motivate them to pursue careers 
in engineering. 

Modern engineering has solved many of the 
major challenges we face in the modern world. 
From designing efficient building systems to 
rebuilding towns devastated by natural disas-
ters, the efforts of our engineers contribute to 
our nation’s well-being and quality of life. It is 
a great privilege to recognize these honorable 
men and women, who are committed to using 
their scientific skills and specialized knowledge 
to create and innovate in order to fulfill soci-
ety’s growing needs. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,053,381,143,534.21. We’ve 
added $8,426,504,094,621.13 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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RECOGNIZING SHERIFF GARY F. 
TOELKE OF THE FRANKLIN 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE FOR 
41 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERV-
ICE 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Sheriff 
Gary F. Toelke. He is retiring from the Franklin 
County Sheriff’s Office after 41 years of dedi-
cated service. In addition to his 41 years of 
service in law enforcement, Sheriff Toelke is 
also the longest serving sheriff in Franklin 
County history. He has served seven terms 
spanning 28 years. In 1969, Sheriff Toelke 
graduated from Union High School. A few 
years later, in 1991, he graduated from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation National Acad-
emy. 

Sheriff Toelke has worked in numerous 
leadership positions. He is the Past President 
of the Missouri Sheriff’s Association and re-
ceived the Sheriff of the Year award from the 
Missouri Deputy Sheriff’s Association. Cur-
rently, he is a board member with the Major 
Case Squad of Greater St. Louis. During the 
years of 1970–1976, he served in the Missouri 
National Guard with the Military Police. In 
March 1975 until March 1977, Sheriff Toelke 
was the Deputy Sheriff in the Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office. Then starting in 1988 to 
present, Sheriff Toelke has been the Sheriff of 
Franklin County, Missouri. 
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